
The Wonderful Wisdom of Ants. 

By Philip Bunting 

Pre-reading (pre-viewing) questions 

The author has drawn a recycling symbol on the back of his book, using ants. Why do you 

think the author has done this?  

What do you know about ants? 

Post-reading (post-viewing) questions  

The book shows us lots of examples of cooperation. What is cooperation? Ants are very 

good at this. What are some tasks that humans are able to ‘do better’ when they 

cooperate? Do you think cooperation is more important when we do big tasks or little 

tasks? Why? Can you make up a cooperative game to play with several other people who 

live in your home? If you can, play it together.  

If an ant is able to carry objects that are bigger than it is and if an ant was the same 

size you are, how big an object could it carry? See if you can list five things that, that 

very big ant could carry.  

Why is the book called The Wonderful Wisdom of Ants? What is wisdom?  

What are some of the messages the book leaves us with?  

I have been walking in my local area lately and I have seen lots of ant nests. You may 

see them in your area but please…..watch, but do not get too close. Many ants do bite 

and this can be painful and in some cases dangerous. Please be careful. 

Learning Intention: 

We are learning about the unique world of ants.  

 

Success Criteria:  

I can list 3 facts about ants.  

 

Watch the video recording of Mrs Callcott reading The Wonderful Wisdom of Ants. 

 

Activities – Choose one or more to do 

 

Have another look at the picture of the ant colony underground. Draw and label your 

own ant colony.  

 

Have some fun and design your own underground home for you and your family to live in. 

Label the different areas and rooms.  

 

Do some research to find out more about these small and usually very busy creatures. 

 

Find out some different ways people can recycle their rubbish.  

 


