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Pre-reading (pre-viewing) questions 
The title page of Dugong Magic is a playful image of mother and baby dugong swimming 

around the title lettering. How does it make you feel, looking at it? 

Prediction is an important part of picture book reading.  Make a prediction about what 

you think this story is going to be about. 

Post-reading (post-viewing) questions  
 Dugongs have been said to have been confused with mermaids. Why would this have 

been the case do you think? 

What bigger ‘message’ does this text leave us with? 

This is a lyrical text, for example: ‘She follows her mother through underwater 

meadows, learning how to pull up seagrass and shake it clean, leaving blooms of 

glittering sand and shimmering pathways in her wake.'  Can you find another example of 

a beautifully written sentence? 

Learning Intention: 
We are learning about dugongs. 
 
Success Criteria:  
I can explain why the dugong is a threatened 
species. 
I can give 3 facts about dugongs. 

 

Watch the video recording of Mrs Callcott reading Dugong Magic. 
 

Activities – Choose one or more to do 
 
How are dugongs important in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture?  Do some 
research to see if you can find out. 
 
Head to the following website to find out more about the beautiful dugong. 

https://www.kidcyber.com.au/dugong Try to answer the following questions: 
What is the origin of the name Dugong'? What other name are dugongs known by? 

What animal are dugongs most closely related to?  

How long can dugongs live for? 

What do dugongs mainly eat?   

How do dugongs communicate? 

What environmental threats to their survival do dugongs confront?  

What is the flattened fluked tail of a dugong similar to? 

 

Learn how to draw a dugong. Go to How to Draw a Dugong' Drawing Tutorials 101 

https://bit.ly/3bfPLl2 You might like to add a calf too.  Don’t forget to colour in your drawing. 
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