
 When the War is Over 

By Jackie French and Anne Spudvilas 

Learning Intention:  

I am learning about some of the conflicts Australia has participated in 

and why we commemorate ANZAC day each year. 

Success Criteria:  

I can choose my favourite poem and explain the reason behind my 

choice. 

I can make connections between the different poems in the book. 

I can organise events into a timeline. 

 

Pre-reading (pre-viewing) questions 

Look at the front cover.  Write down three words that describe what you think the book is 

about. What clues does the front cover give us to the stories within? 

Do you know what the acronym ANZAC stands for?  Why do we commemorate this day?  

How does your family commemorate this day? 

 

Watch the video recording of Mrs Callcott reading When the War is Over. 
 

Post-reading (post-viewing) questions and activities 

 

On each double page there is a poem from a different person’s perspective.  What are some 

similar words and ideas between each poem?  List these. 

Which poem was your favourite and why did you like it? 

Listen to the story again and make a timeline recording the date and historical event listed.  

If you have time you could research how Australia was involved in each of the wars described.  

For example 

 

 

 

 

 

How has your family been affected by war? Do you have a relative who has been involved in 

war in the past?  Talk to your family and see what you can find out. Why do you think it is 

important to remember their stories and their sacrifice? Visit the Australian War Memorial 

site to read another family’s story: https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/learn/schools/resources/a-

very-specialday/why-we-tell-stories 

Explore the AWM website to learn more about how ANZAC Day recognises the contribution 

of all servicemen and women who lost their lives in all the military and peacekeeping 

operations in which Australia has been involved. 

1918 

WWI Armistice 

 

 
1919 

WWI Peace Treaty 

 

 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/learn/schools/resources/a-very-specialday/why-we-tell-stories
https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/learn/schools/resources/a-very-specialday/why-we-tell-stories

