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Principal’s Report  
At TLPS we believe being at school everyday is 
vital to student learning (unless kids are unwell!). 
Students who have been at school 95% or more 

last term received a certificate. Some had  %! 

Great job! 
All these students went into the draw for a $50 
sports voucher and a $25 sports voucher. 
Well done to Blake who was drawn out by School 
Leader Jenna and received the $50 voucher. Well 
done to Indy who was drawn out by School 
Leader Riley and received the $25 voucher to 
spend at Sports First in Leongatha.  

Last year we had 66 days in total of unexplained 

absences, this year we already have 86.5 days! 

See table below. The department closely monitors 

attendance at schools, and our school has again 

been flagged as low performing in student 

attendance.  

Please ensure you mark on Compass why your 

child is not at school. Absence letters with dates 

between Jan 2019 until end Term 3 have been 

sent home. Well done if you have not received 

one J If you have, please jump onto Compass and 

mark why your child did not attend school on that 

day/s.  

 

 

 

Welcome to our first digital newsletter!!! 
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Jenni Cox   Principal 

DET Information – Attendance and Missing 

School 

 

Why going to school is important 

Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your child’s education. 
Students learn new things at school every day. 
Attending and participating in school will help 
your child develop: 

 important skills and knowledge to help 
them learn 

 social and emotional skills such as good 
communication, resilience and team work. 

 Children who attend school every day and 
complete year 12 have: 

 better health 

 better job opportunities 

 higher income across their lives. 

 

There is no safe number of days for missing 
school. Each day a student misses puts them 
behind. 

What to do if your child can’t go to school 

Let the school know as soon as possible and 
explain why you child can’t come to school. 
Each school will have a preferred way to do 
this. It may be by phone call, email or app. 

If you do not let the school know, they 
must contact you on the same day to make sure 
your child is safe. They may also call your 
emergency contacts. 

Talk to your school if your child needs to take 
an extended period of time off. There might be 
flexible options to keep your child from falling 
behind. 

If your child misses a lot of school 

Your school will work with you if your child 
has more than five days of unapproved or 
unexplained days off in a school year. 

Example situations 

Sickness 

If your child is sick they do not need to go to 
school. It’s important they’re only away on the 
days they’re genuinely sick. Your school might 
give them work to do so they don’t fall behind. 

Medical appointments 

Make medical appointments for before or after 
school or during the school holidays. If this is 

not possible, tell your child’s school before the 
appointment. 

Family holidays 

Take holidays during school holidays and not 
during term time. Your school will decide if it is 
okay for your child to miss any school for a 
holiday. They might give your child work to do 
so their learning is not affected. If they do not 
approve the holiday and you decide to go, you 
might receive a warning or a fine. 

A death in the family 

Contact the school and let them know how long 
your child will be away. The school can offer 
counselling and keep an eye on your child’s 
wellbeing when they return. 

Tips to help improve your child’s attendance 

 Talk to your child about school and how 
important it is. You can ask them how 
they feel about school, what they liked 
and if there are any problems. 

 Reward good behaviour and not bad 
behaviour. For example, if your child 
refuses to go to school, do not let them 
have access to their phones or the internet 

 Set a good example. Show them how you 
keep to your own commitments. 

 Encourage your child to take on hobbies 
that your child enjoys such as sports and 
clubs. This will help them develop 
positive relationships outside of the 
classroom 

 Have a set time to do homework and go to 
bed. 

 Leave all technology out of their bedroom 

 Pack their school bag the night before 
with everything they need 

 Have a set time for breakfast 

 Plan to meet up with a friend so they can 
travel to school together. 
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 Tarwin District Auto Festival 

The Tarwin Lower and Venus Bay Men’s 

Shed is hosting an Auto Festival on the 

Melbourne Cup long weekend.  (Please see 

flyer at the end of this newsletter) This will 

be a family event with classic/vintage cars, 

vintage tractors, trucks and motorcycles.  

There will also be jumping castles, mini golf, 

face painting, horse and cart rides, food and 

market stalls.   

The school is excited to be taking part in this 

event and we would like to have a stall 

where we will sell seedlings and biscuits.  

We will need the help of our school parents 

to make this stall successful.   

We need a parent who would be willing to 

organise this stall and other parents who 

would donate some of their time to work at 

the stall.  Please contact the office or 

Vanessa or Kathryn if you can help.  

 The Kids Pearly Whites 

The Dental Health Van will be visiting 

our school for a week, beginning the 9th 

December. Every student has received a 

form today, and we have also attached it 

to the newsletter. Even if you don’t have 

a Health Care Card, the students still get a 

free check up! Now you don’t need to 

drive to Wonthaggi to go to the dentist! 

Collection Date for Forms is: 04/11/2019 

 

 Big Write 

Included in the newsletter is the kids Big 

Write sheets for tomorrow (each child has 

been sent home a paper copy already). 

The Big Write is not a test and the kids 

can ask for help when they are writing. 

So they have lots of ideas to write about, 

we ask you spend some time discussing 

the writing prompt sheet and getting their 

creative juices flowing!  

 

 Parent Helpers 

Just a reminder that we are always 

looking for parent volunteers. Here are 

some of the ways you can help at the 

school; 

Organising Bookclub 
Contacting books 
School library 
Listening to reading 
School lunches 
Breakfast 
Auto Festival 
 
We are also after some people to swap 
the fridge and pantry in the student 
kitchen. Until this is done, the freezer is 
unable to be turned on.  
 
We just require helpers to have a WWCC 
and complete a short induction. 

 

 Parent Opinion Survey 
 

Thank you to the 9 families that took the 

time to complete the survey. Last year we 

had 20 families submit the survey, so it is 

a little disappointing we have had such a 

drop in parent participation rates. School 

Council looks at the results and builds on 

what we are doing well, and what we can 

do to improve. However, with such a 

small number, it is difficult to use the 

data effectively. Again, thank you to the 9 

people who completed the survey, it is 

much appreciated.  

 

 Speech Pathology in Schools 

 

We are excited to be a part of this 

program next year.  

The Speech Pathology in Schools initiative 

commenced at the beginning of 2019 and 

aims to improve the quality of the language 

learning environment and teaching 

interactions for students with speech, 

language and communication needs for 

students which are in the early years of 

schooling. 



16th October 2019 

                  Kindness                    Cooperation                     Resilience                    Respect 

 HATS! 

Term 4 means school hats on for all our 

students. Hats are navy and have a wide 

brim. All students should now be wearing 

their hats whenever they are outside. 

Students who have their name written 

clearly inside their hats are more likely to 

have it returned to them.  

Hats are available in the school office for 

$8.00 each.   

Students without hats are required to play 

in the shade during recess and lunch. 

 How many bread tags can your family 

collect? 

Our jar is almost full!! Keep up all your 

great work—we should have it full before 

the holidays! So please keep sending in all 

your bread tags. 

 Preps 2020 

Here are our 

Transition dates 

for our 2020 

preps.  If you 

know of any 

families who 

have children 

that might be 

starting school 

next year, please 

encourage them 

to contact the 

school. 

 Money 

Please ensure that all money sent to 

school is clearly labelled.  Money is 

placed into the letterbox by students 

which is emptied by a senior student.  

Therefore, if the envelope or plastic bag 

does not have a name on it, then we don’t 

know who the payment is for. 

 

 Reminders from the Office 

 A uniform order sheet is included in this 

newsletter.  All uniform orders need to 

be handed in to the office by Friday 25th 

October. 

 Bookclub orders close this Friday.  

Bookclub is a great way to get ahead of 

your Christmas shopping.  There will be 

one more Bookclub before the end of the 

year in November. 

 Swimming permission forms have been 

released on Compass.  You can give 

permission and pay via Compass.  If you 

have CSEF money and wish to pay with 

that, there is now an option to check a 

box which will flag CSEF as your chosen 

method of payment. 

 Advanced notice:  During our end of 

year BBQ on Thursday 19th December, 

Santa will visit  us on the back of the fire 

truck. Our tradition is that Santa brings 

each student (and siblings if you wish) a 

book.  Parents are asked to supply a 

wrapped and clearly labelled book for 

each of their children.  Bookclub is a 

great way to get these.  Books can be 

dropped off at the office anytime leading 

up to the 19th December. 

 Well Done Awards 

Our certificates this week were for being 
confident. Raff, Kade and Blake were the 
recipients. Ms Pupetti got a special award for 
her two “firsts” this week in doing new 
things. Showing we are always learning and 
trying new things even when you are an 
adult. 
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 Another Great Junior Athletics Day 

All students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 

participated in their Athletics Day on 

Thursday 10th  October. The focus of the 

day is on fun and making new friends in a 

relaxed and safe environment. The students 

were with students from Fish Creek, Toora, 

Welshpool and Foster primary schools. 

Students were grouped into year levels and 

rotated through different events. Thank you 

to our student 

leaders—Riley 

and Jenna—

for also 

helping at this 

event.  

 Keeping Fit through Walk to School 

Our school is once again  participating in 

Walk to School .  Every morning at 9am 

we will be out walking around the block, 

along the river or around the school. All 

parents/caregivers are more than welcome 

to come along with us- just remember 

your sneakers and a hat! 

Mondays and Fridays we do the fitness 

track, Tuesday and Thursdays we are out 

and about in the community (weather per-

mitting), and Wednesdays the JSC makes 

an obstacle course for the students to 

complete on the oval.  

 Happy Birthday 

Georgie turned10 

Kade turned 12 

Myai turned 6 

Bu Beasley also had a birthday! 

 

 Congratulations 

 Congratulations in Ms Pilkington! 

She received her clubs Best and Fairest 

award recently—the Brownlow of net-

ball! 

We are very proud of you.  

Well done. 
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For Your Calendar 

Term 4 2019 

 

All of October Walk to school 

Friday 18th October LSC Orientation Day—Science Olympics  

Wednesday 23rd October Cricket clinic at school 

Thursday 31st October Halloween Dress Up Day (JSC) 

Sunday 3rd November Auto Festival 

Monday 4th November Melbourne Cup Curriculum Day 

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Friday 8th November Whole School Swimming Lessons 9am-1.30pm 

Friday 8th November Transition for 2020 Preps 10-11am 

Tuesday 12th November School Council Meeting@6.00pm 

Thursday 14th November Whole School Swimming Lessons  12pm—3.20pm 

Friday 15th November Transition for 2020 Preps 9-11am 

Friday 22nd November Whole School Swimming Lessons 9am-1.30pm 

Friday 22nd November Transition for 2020 Preps 9-11am 

Friday 29th November Whole School Swimming Lessons 9am-1.30pm 

Friday 29th November Transition for 2020 Preps 9-11am 

Friday 6th December Whole School Swimming Lessons 9am-1.30pm 
 

Friday 6th December  Transition for 2020 Preps 9-11am 

9th-12th December School Dental Visit 

9th-10th December LSC Orientation Days 

10th December Statewide Transition Day  2020 Preps 9 - 11am 

12th December School Council Meeting and End of Year Dinner 

18th December Christmas Concert & Grade 6 Graduation 

18th December Student reports available to parents on Compass 

19th December Christmas BBQ lunch and Santa visit 

20th December Cleaning day—no formal classes running 
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Grade 2 & 3 

Lunches 

There will be no lunches this Friday. 

Friday 25th October  Kathryn Sumaru 

Spaghetti Carbonara 

Friday 1st November  Simone McGrath  

Puff Pastry Pinwheels -  1) Vegetarian with Cheese 

     2) Pizza ( ham and pineapple) 
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