
 

  

 

 

 

Principal’s Report  

I would like to thank all of you for the support that 
you have shown towards us. We know that it has 
been difficult for many families to manage the early 
closure of the school and the daily updates have left 
us in no doubt about the seriousness of the current 
situation for all of us. The wellbeing of our students 
and their families has been uppermost in our 
thinking. 

The teachers have been amazing as they 
collaborate to put together the remote home learning 
program that will be our way of learning from 
Wednesday 15th April.  

I wish to recognise the challenging times we are all 
facing and acknowledge social isolation may have 
raised new anxieties and created different stressors 
within our home lives. This builds resilience and our 
ability to role model this acceptance of change for 
our children is vital. What an opportunity for our 
children to grow and learn with such an important life 
lesson. Try to reframe your thinking as a parent. 

Every day consciously and unconsciously, we are 
trying to make sense of the world. How and why 
events occur and how these events are influenced 
by the decisions we make. The way we as humans 
have learnt to do this is by thinking in linear terms. 
We prefer a structured approach with predictability 
and consistency. We like to see things in a 
sequential format such as A, followed by B and 
followed by C. We also get attached to what we have 
habitually become accustomed and so it unsettles 
us when those items are not available in the 
supermarket, or if we have to change the way that 
we go about our everyday business. 

However, the reality is that our modern world 
operates in a non-linear format. We are living in a 
complex world. The Coronavirus is an example of a 
random event that is forcing us to uncouple our 
linear thinking and come up with solutions that will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

work in a complex world. To navigate our decision 
making and to help us navigate an ever increasingly 
complex world. 

For many, the next few weeks and months could be 
the toughest thing you may ever have to do, 
including working from home and supporting your 
child/children's learning. I am confident that our 
schools' connectedness and support will get us 
through these tough times. Our experiences and 
challenges might look different; however, we will all 
endure hardship and difficulty during this time. Be 
kind to yourself, take a deep breath, be prepared for 
the challenge but also be open to what it can teach 
you. 

We hope that all members of our Tarwin Lower 
Primary School community can continue to feel 
connected throughout the remote learning period. A 
significant focus of our school day will be on keeping 
students and teachers connected. A key ingredient 
to this staying connected will be the several methods 
of communication to our students and families that 
we will offer. These may take the form of email, 
phone calls, and video conferencing. We will be 
asking our families for feedback so that we can 
understand the individual needs and support you 
and your family requirements. 

The curriculum content included in remote learning 
will develop and become more sophisticated over 
time. It will look and feel different from traditional 
education. It will take longer to complete online than 
in a classroom. The learning will be flexible and offer 
a choice for students. However once upon a time 
you also couldn’t use your iphone and now you can’t 
imagine life without it! Access to information is at our 
fingertips, our ability to cope with the change and 
lead the way for our community is what builds 
character. Let’s focus on kindness, compassion and 
community. Let’s bring the best of ourselves to this. 
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Yours Sincerely,  

Jenni Cox  
Principal. 
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ON-LINE LEARNING 

Student learning will be through the school website. 
Each week the teachers will make the learning 
available to the students.  
 
Students follow the link to their class and scroll 
down to the day for their learning. The learning is 
literacy and numeracy focused.  
 
Students can then choose to complete specialist 
learning through the links on the website. There is 
also fun Home Learning options for the family to 
choose.  
 
Completing the Literacy and Numeracy is 
important, as well as having time for physical 
activity. The specialist and home learning areas are 
optional. We do not want to make the expectations 
on families too onerous.  
 
STAFF SUPPORT 
Staff hours-of-work at home will be consistent with 
the attendance arrangements already in place at 
the school and determined in accordance with the 
school’s local arrangements.  
 
Staff will be available from 9-11am, 11.30-1.30, and 
2.20-3.20 via Google Meet to provide support for 
student learning and provide feedback. However, 
staff continue to have their planning time and are 
unavailable during these times. These timetables 
are on the Website. 
 
VIDEO CONFERENCING 

Staff will be using Google Meet everyday to make 
contact with the students, check in and go through 
the learning.  
 
On the class page there is a link for the students to 
click on, which will open the meeting. We have 
staggered the times for classes, so all students 
from all families have the opportunity to connect, 
especially if there is one laptop being shared.  

 9.30-10am – 456 class 

 10-10.30am – 23 class 

 10.30-11am – P1 class 
 
Teachers will be available to support students at 
other times through Google Meet – just click on the 

link and they will be there  Just double check the 
teachers timetable for planning times and breaks.  
 
If teachers haven’t checked in with students for two 
days in a row, we will be ringing home, as their 
learning and health and wellbeing is important to 
us.  
 
PROTOLS WHEN USING VIDEO 
CONFERENCING 

 
 Students dressed in appropriate casual clothing  
 Have the computer/tablet/etc on a table as you 
would in class 

 Check what will be shown in the background, 
remember everyone can see and hear what is 
happening in your home – we don’t want people to 
be distracted.  

 The teacher will mute and unmute people, so 
everybody has a chance to share ideas and to be 
listened to - just like in class. Please do not 
unmute yourself.  

 Minimise noise in the room you are using. 
 Use your device in a suitable well-lit “public” space 
– not in your bedroom 

 Lesson content is to be used for educational 
purposes only, and TLPS’s policies regarding 
behaviour and use of digital devices etc. will apply 
to all video conferencing lessons.  

 Please contact your teacher via Google Meet or 
emails if you have any questions or concerns 
about your lessons 

 Do your best to complete your assigned work  
 Be as close as you can to your wifi for better 
connection  

 P/1 class, have an adult nearby to help and 
support you 

 
 
HOME PROVISION  
The parent or carer is responsible for students’ 
general safety at home or elsewhere.  
 
We don’t expect you to take on the role of teacher, 
however establishing a regular daily routine will be 
extremely helpful as we move into this new phase.  
 
Home learning is like being at school - we will still 
be following the school values of Kindness, 
Cooperation, Resilience and Respect. 
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It is new learning for everybody! It is new for 
students, parents, and teachers. We need to keep 
our sense of humour and be patient, as we work 
together to modify and adapt the learning.  
 
Please keep communicating with the school so that 
our children can successfully access their learning 
each day. If you have any questions, wonderings, 
feedback or suggestions, please let us know.  
 
 
TIPS FOR PARENTS AND CARERS  
● The normal requirements apply in relation to 
student attendance at class  

● Please read through the student protocols with 
your child, to ensure they understand the online 
learning and video conferencing expectations.  

● Please ensure that the children in your care are 
using their device in a suitable "public" area of your 
home. Teachers will not engage with your child if 
they are located in a private space (e.g. a bedroom) 
in line with Child Safe Standards.  

● All students must be attired in appropriate casual 
clothing, and all internet filtering, parent controls 
and privacy settings must be in place.  

● Please understand that there are challenges to 
online learning, and these things should be taken 
into consideration:  

 The individual student's ability to learn 
and work independently  

 The greater need for self-motivation  

 The requirement for students to ignore 
distractions, including from older/younger siblings 
and home environment  

 Contact with peers during home learning 
can also distract from productive activity; 
conversation is not always collaboration  
● The amount of parent and teacher support will be 
limited.  

● Contact with teachers via Google Meet video 
conferencing will be different to face-to-face and 
class discussion  

● Online learning will take longer for students to 
complete  

● Please check-in on your child's online learning – 
teachers will be communicating the day/week 
learning to students and parents/carers via the 
website and Google Meet  

● Please be kind to yourself, your children and our 
teachers as we are all learning to navigate this 
online learning and the virtual classroom  

● Lesson content is to be used for educational 
purposes only, and TLPS’s policies regarding 
behaviour and use of digital devices etc will apply 
to all video conferencing lessons. More information 
available online from e-Safety commission 
www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-
keeping-schools-and-learning-safe-online  
 
Copyright:  

So that we are operating within guidelines, we must 
ask that you do not share videos we upload  
 
Privacy: Please also keep in mind that privacy 

relates to all our students and teachers. Please do 
not share the Google Meet link.  
Please refrain from sharing any clips or images on 
any social media channels (Facebook/WhatsApp) 
which include images or comments of anyone other 
than you or your own child. This relates to 
intellectual property as well.  
Comments, videos and work samples should not be 
copied in any way. Consult our schools' privacy 
policy at the link below. 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolspri
vacypolicy.aspx 4 
 
 
LOANING OF LAPTOPS 

The school has the capacity to loan a device to  
those who need it. (Please note, that it is not our 
intention for students to be using computers all 
day.) You will be required to sign a Student 
Technology Loan Agreement prior to receiving a 
device. The laptops will need to configure first, and 
we are hoping this will occur on Friday. We will let 
parents know when they are available.  
 
 
HARD COPIES OF WORK 

We will be providing hard copies of the work for the 
families who do not have internet and laptops. For 
the first week, I will be dropping off the work at 
people’s homes on Wednesday morning. So keep a 
lookout for me . If there are other families who 
would like the hard copies, please email the school.  
 
 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-keeping-schools-and-learning-safe-online
http://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-keeping-schools-and-learning-safe-online
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx%204
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx%204
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KEY CONTACTS:  
Phone 

Office – 5663 5263 (office may not be attended 
everyday) 
School Mobile – 0491 706 293 
 
Email 

Tarwin.lower.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
From Monday to Friday between 8:30am – 4:00 pm  
  
Teachers 

Contact via Google Meet link during timetabled 
lessons between 9am – 3.20pm 
 
Teaching and Learning -  

During this period should you or your child need 
assistance in terms of any online learning aspects 
and/or resources in connection with Teaching and 
Learning, please contact your child's classroom 
teacher via Google Meet or email the school, and 
the email will be forwarded.  
 
 
The staff at TLPS are committed to supporting all of 
the students and families in our school 
community. My best wishes to you all – thank 
you for your continuing support.  
 
 

ON-SITE ATTENDANCE 

All students who can learn safely at home must 

transition to remote and flexible learning. 

Attending school on-site is limited to; 

 

1. Children who are not able to be supervised at 

home, and for whom no other arrangements can be 

made. It is imperative that families understand 

that supervision at school is a last resort. 

 

2. Vulnerable children without access to a suitable 

learning environment at home, including: 

 children in out-of-home care 

 children deemed by Child Protection and/or 

Family Services to be at risk of harm 

 children identified by the school as 

vulnerable (including via referral from a 

family violence agency, homelessness or 

youth justice service or mental health or 

other health service and children with a 

disability) 

3. Small groups (<10) of senior VCE and VCAL 

students on a rotation basis, where learning 

requirements cannot be conducted via distance, 

provided appropriate physical distancing and 

hygiene measures are in place. 

 

Sending a child/children to school is not a 

choice. A parent/carer need to justify that they 

cannot provide care and supervision at home 

and cannot make other arrangements. An 

application form must be completed.  

 

On-site Application Form 

Parent are required to complete an on-site 

application form and submit this each week to allow 

schools to effectively manage on-site supervision. 

Forms are to be emailed to school by Thursday 

3pm for attendance in the following week. If a 

student has been approved for onsite supervision, 

a confirmation email will be sent by Friday 4pm. A 

parent is expected to collect their child when they 

finish work. The child does not stay all day unless 

the parent is working all day. 

Only parents that meet the threshold can send their 

child to school to be supervised.  

Also note:  

 Only students who have registered and 
have been approved for onsite supervision 
will be able to attend.  

 There will be only a small number of staff in 
attendance to supervise. It is highly unlikely 
that this will be your child’s classroom 
teacher.  

 The learning program that will be delivered 
on site will be exactly the same as the 

 

mailto:Tarwin.lower.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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learning program for students working 
remotely.  

 If your child is unwell they will be sent home 
immediately. Please ensure that your 
emergency contact information is current.  

 When on-site learning is provided, hand 
sanitiser will be available at the entry points 
to classrooms and education will be 
provided on hand hygiene.  

 Physical distancing will be implemented in 
classrooms to the extent feasible and as 
mentioned above, unwell students will be 
excluded from attending.  

 
I would like reiterate: Please do everything that 

you can to keep your child at home – do not send 
them to school unless it is absolutely essential; they 
fit the categories outlined above; and no other 
arrangement for their supervision can be made. 
This is for their own safety and to ensure that the 
staff and students who are required to be on site 
are kept as safe as possible.  
 

 

 


